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   This might be a small step 
for mankind, but it is one gi-
ant step for Taylor. 
    Six physics and engineer-
ing physics students are cur-
rently working at NASA’s 
Johnson Space Center in 
Houston on a special satel-
lite test, making Taylor stand 
out as one of the only private 
undergraduate universi-
ties to have a team accepted 
by NASA. From March 29 
to April 9 the students will 
utilize NASA’s advanced 
weightless simulations for 
their project. 
    The team’s fl ight crew con-
sists of Mark and John Burt-
ness, Joe Manier, Jonathon 
Hamilton and Kelly Isaacson, 
with Callie Bradley as the 
ground technician. They will 
test their inventions today on 
two fl ights aboard NASA’s 
C-9Bm aircraft, nicknamed 
the “Vomit Comet.”  During 
the fl ight, the plane will ex-
perience freefall which simu-
lates zero gravity and will 
allow the team to test vital 
components of the satellite in 
a realistic environment.
    For several years, Taylor’s 
nanosatellite program has 
been on the cutting edge of 
aerospace research. The pro-
gram is developing the tech-
nology to stabilize orbits of 
miniature satellites and keep 
them oriented toward earth. 
    Adam Bennett, Center for 
Research and Innovation as-
sistant director, said one of 
the main obstacles to creat-
ing effective nanosatellites is 
keeping them from rotating 
aimlessly in space. The Tay-
lor team decided to employ 
a tether system, which is es-
sentially a retractable wire 
with a small mass at one 
end. This tether will keep the 
satellite pointed toward the 
earth by utilizing differences 
in earth’s gravity, stabilizing 
the rotation of the satellite. 
   Although the concept seems 
simple, the technology for 
developing a tether is not. 
Even after a model was con-
structed, the idea still needed 
to undergo realistic simula-
tions. With a promising idea 
in hand, the students sent 
their proposal to NASA to 
inquire about testing their in-
vention as part of the NASA 
Microgravity University. 
    The tether will be tested 
and the team hopes to dis-
cover whether the hardware 
can perform in a weightless 
environment.  Physics pro-
fessor Hank Voss stressed 
the importance of testing 
the tether’s reaction to zero 
gravity. 
    “Even in the best simula-
tions you can’t check that 
out,” Voss said. “We’ll be 
able to see its real progres-
sion and path so we can un-
derstand [if it will function] 
with confi dence.”
    On Monday, team members 
climbed into a hydrobaric 
chamber as part of NASA’s 
training program. The cham-
ber simulates the conditions 
aboard an aircraft that has 
lost its pressurization. This 
and other drills are designed 
to maximize the safety of the 
team during fl ights.  
    Another hurdle was cleared 
on Tuesday when the team 
passed the Test Readiness 
Review with fl ying colors. 
After last minute prepara-
tion, the team presented its 
experiment to the NASA 
scientists for a fi nal inspec-
tion. Callie Bradley said the 
NASA personnel were im-
pressed with the quality of 
the team’s work.  
    When not working, the 
students were given a tour 
of some of NASA’s facilities, 
including the underwater 
models of the Hubble tele-
scope and the International 
Space Station. They also met 
with an astronaut and saw 
footage from outer space. 
    Also on Tuesday, the team 
received news that Kelly Isaa-
cson, originally a fl ight crew 
alternate, would be able to 
participate in the aerial tests.  
   Dr. Voss is delighted with 
the teams work. 
    “It shows the caliber of stu-
dents we have,” he said. 
     Although the primary pur-
pose of the trip is scientifi c, 
it is also a time for Taylor to 
be in the spotlight and do 
networking. Bennett shared 
that the team is viewing this 
just like a spring break mis-
sion trip. Already the team 
is building relationships 
with the teams from 10 other 
universities in Houston this 
week. 
    “They have the potential 
to make a spiritual impact 
that goes way beyond the in-
dividual experience of going 
on the trip,” Bennett said.    
    With nearly six years of 
research and work behind it, 
Taylor’s nanosatellite project 
is well on its way to fruition. 
    “This is going to be awe-
some,” Burtness said. “We 
are one step closer to getting 
the satellite in space!”
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Seniors Kelly Isaacson, Callie Bradley and Jonathon Hamilton work 
in the hangar at NASA's headquarters preparing to test their phys-
ics project aboard a NASA aircraft.
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    This week Dr. Stanton 
Jones, the 2006 Staley Distin-
guished Christian Scholar, 
spoke across campus. Jones 
is the provost and a profes-
sor of psychology at Whea-
ton College, Ill.
    “A faculty committee se-
lected Dr. Jones to be the 2006 
lecturer based on the quality 
and signifi cance of his work 
as a Christian scholar,” pro-
fessor Stephen Hoffman said. 
“Dr. Jones is an excellent com-
municator and is one of the 
leading evangelical thinkers 
in the area of psychology.”
    On Wednesday Jones spoke 
in chapel on “A Sexual Ethic 
for Christians.” That evening 
Jones spoke on “Homosexu-
ality and Science: Implica-
tions for Moral Reasoning.” 
    On Thursday Jones spoke 
at a psychology colloquium, 
social science colloquium 
and in the Ethics and Psy-
chology class.
    Jones concluded his cam-
pus speaking engagements 
during Friday morning’s 
chapel, where he addressed 
“The Taylor Community and 
Homosexuality.”
    The Staley Distinguished 
Christian Scholar Lecture 
Program is a product of the 
Thomas F. Staley Foundation 
in New York. The foundation 
believes that the gospel will 
always be meaningful, rel-
evant and contemporary de-
spite generational lines. The 
foundation currently assists 
over 100 colleges and univer-
sities across the United States 
bring distinguished artist 
and scholars who can clearly 
communicate the gospel to 
their campus.
    Jones received his B.S. 
degree in psychology from 
Texas A & M University and 
his M.A. and Ph.D. in clini-
cal psychology from Arizo-
na State University.  He has 
been a postdoctoral scholar 
at the University of Chicago 
Divinity School, a research 
fellow of the Pew Founda-
tion’s Evangelical Scholars 
Program, and is a lifetime 
fellow of Clare Hall, Cam-
bridge University. 
    Besides serving as consult-
ing psychologist for the Pas-
toral Counseling Service of 
Christ Church of Oak Brook, 
Ill., he is also a member of 
the American Psychological 
Association and has repre-
sented the Psychology of Re-
ligion Division in the Coun-
cil of Representatives, which 
is the central governing body 
of the APA.  
    Jones’ publications include 
Psychology and Christianity: 
"Four Views" (co-authored 
with Eric Johnsonre). "Homo-
sexuality:  The Use of Scien-
tifi c Research in the Church’s 
Moral Debate" (co-authored 
with Mark Yarhouse).  "Mod-
ern Psychotherapies" (co-au-
thored with Richard Butman) 
is often used as a textbook at 
Christian colleges and semi-
naries.  Jones and his wife, 
Brenna, co-authored "God’s 
Design For Sex", a series of 
books on sex education in the 
Christian family.  
Photo Alisse Goldsmith 
Dr. Stanton Jones is the 2006 Staley Christian Scholar from the Thomas F. Staley Foundation in New York. The foundation selects high 
quality gospel communicators and brings them to college and university campuses throughout the United States. 




for Schultz Hall fi re
    Former Taylor Fort Wayne 
student and part-time cam-
pus safety employee Jimmy 
E. Traxler, 20, was sentenced 
Wednesday to seven and a 
half years in state prison, two 
years of probation and 80 
hours of community service 
for arson and false reporting. 
He set fi re to Schultz Hall 
in October. He will also pay 
more than $22,000 in restitu-
tion. Damages from the fi re 
were estimated at from $2-2.8 
million.
   Authorities arrested Traxler 
in December after he ad-
mitted starting the fi re. Ac-
cording to TUFW’s dean of 
students, Randall E. Dodge, 
authorities notifi ed Taylor 
when Traxler was arrested 
on Dec. 7.
    “I immediately contacted 
Dr. Steve Bedi and we dis-
cussed plans to communi-
cate this information to the 
campus community, the Tay-
lor family and the public,” 
Dodge said. “That commu-
nication took place on Dec. 
8 throughout the day with 
different constituent groups. 
With each group we prayed 
for Jimmy and for those who 
had been impacted by his ac-
tions."
    Traxler was a sophomore 
justice studies major at the 
time of his offense. He had 
worked less than six weeks 
as a student campus safety 
offi cer. The university for-
mally dismissed Traxler in 
December.
   “The university was up 
front about the situation, 
which prevents rumors,” ju-
nior Jill Hamilton said. 
    Offi cials fi led a probable-
cause affi davit saying Traxler 
started the blaze by holding 
a lit match to a plastic bag 
fi lled with fl ammable mate-
rials. It states Traxler made 
false threats to 9-1-1 days be-
fore the fi re to create more ac-
tivity in his job with campus 
safety.    
  Traxler pleaded guilty to 
one count of arson and one 
felony count of false report-
ing. According to Traxler’s 
lawyer, this is his fi rst crimi-
nal offense.
    In December, Traxler wrote 
a letter of apology to the Uni-
versity and those involved. 
At his sentencing Traxler said 
he was sorry for the harm he 
caused and takes responsibil-
ity for his actions.
    “Jimmy’s confession start-
ed the process of closure for 
many who were most affect-
ed by the fi re,” Dodge said. 
“His sentencing was another 
step toward closure.  I have 
not heard anyone express 
dissatisfaction with the terms 
of the sentence.”
    Reactions to the sentencing 
have been varied.
     “Traxler’s sentencing seems 
fair to me where he will be 
serving time in prison and 
will be responsible for pay-
ing for items lost in the fi re,” 
junior Kerrie Schene said.
    While some feel the sen-
tence is fair, others express 
concern. 
   "Seven and a half years 
seems like a long time to 
serve in prison at such a 
young age,” Hamilton said. 
“His twenties will be over if 
Traxler serves the full sen-
tence. Also, it seems that he is 
in need of some type of psy-
chological help in addition to 
any legal consequences. The 
fi nancial restitution seems 
gracious given that the cost 
of damages must have been 
considerably higher.”
    Taylor will replace Shultz 
Hall with a new $2.3 million 
apartment-style residence 
hall. February construction 
began with hopes to complete 
the hall by August, in time to 
house 52 students next fall.
BY BETHANY HOWARD 
ASSOCIATE NEWS EDITOR
News
NASA teaches TU students




  Divorce.  Colon cancer. 
Death of a spouse.  Arthri-
tis.  Brain tumor.  Paralysis. 
Lung cancer.  Stroke.  Che-
motherapy.  
   Is it possible to imagine 
living a life with one, two or 
even three of the hardships 
listed above?  What would 
that life look like?  It would 
seem to be a life fi lled with 
feelings of bitterness, anger 
and sadness; a life of strug-
gles, leaving a person physi-
cally, mentally and spiritu-
ally weak.  
    Now, envision a person not 
living through just one, two 
or three of those hardships, 
but through all nine.  Picture 
a woman with fi ne, short 
blondish gray hair.  Her blue 
eyes sparkle with the beau-
tiful lavender blouse and 
jacket she is wearing.  Her 
loud laugh and crooked-
smile are contagious.  And 
when she answers the 
phone with a nasally, raspy 
voice, “President’s Offi ce, 
this is Alberta,” an instant 
smile forms on the caller’s 
face.  Alberta Miller has an 
answer for every hardship 
she has battled and contin-
ues to battle: complete de-
pendence on Jesus.  It would 
never be evident that Miller 
has struggled because her 
joyful spirit speaks other-
wise, but life has not always 
been easy.     
   Alberta Miller was born in 
Hartford City, Ind., and has 
lived in the area most of her 
life.  She and her mother lived 
with her grandparents while 
her father served in World 
War II in Germany. Her 
mother and father divorced 
when he came back from the 
war.  Miller continued to live 
with her grandparents and 
gives them credit for her up-
bringing.  
   Her mother remarried, and 
Miller spent some time with 
her mother and step-father in 
Hillsdale, Mich.  Because of a 
neighbor, Miller started at-
tending church. She accepted 
the Lord as her Savior when 
she was 11 and felt a personal 
friendship with Jesus from 
the start.
  Miller’s relationship with 
the Lord grew through the 
examples of Sunday school 
teachers and a close friend. 
After living in Michigan for 
six years, she moved back to 
Hartford City.  She remem-
bers sleeping over with a 
friend on Saturday nights 
and going to the Presbyte-
rian Church in Hartford City. 
Miller found a strong body 
of believers at the Presbyte-
rian Church, and she met her 
fi rst husband there as well. 
They had four sons through 
their fi rst 10 years of mar-
riage. Three weeks after their 
youngest, twin sons were 
born, her husband left Miller 
and her sons.  
   This was a scary and emo-
tional time for Miller.  She 
did not know how she was 
going to raise the boys alone, 
especially since she was not 
working at the time.  The 
Lord sent family, neighbors 
and friends for support phys-
ically, mentally and spiritu-
ally.  She learned at a young 
age how to handle diffi cult 
situations, but this was just 
the beginning.  
   Four years after the divorce, 
Alberta married Phil Miller, 
an insurance salesman.  Phil 
and his three children plus 
Alberta and her children cre-
ated a family of nine. Now 
Miller has three grandchil-
dren and fi ve step-grandchil-
dren ranging from ages 11 to 
27.  It took time for everyone 
to adjust to the blended fam-
ily, but everything worked 
out well.  
    By 1995 Miller was work-
ing at Taylor as the executive 
assistant to president Jay Kes-
ler. Miller enjoyed her career, 
but in September of 1997 the 
fi rst of many tragedies oc-
curred.  She was diagnosed 
with colon cancer and under-
went surgery to have part of 
it removed.  
   Only fi ve months later, Mill-
er found out she had a brain 
tumor that was wrapped 
around part of her left ear. 
When the brain tumor was 
removed, the doctors de-
stroyed the hearing nerves 
and scraped the nerves on 
the left side of her face.  She 
lost hearing in the left ear and 
feeling and control on the left 
side of her face.  
   Two months later, her hus-
band had a sudden fatal 
heart attack.  It seemed as 
though nothing was going 
her way, but Miller felt cer-
tain the Lord was preparing 
her for something.  They had 
already made arrangements 
for cemetery plots, funeral 
homes and other logistics, 
so she felt calm and peaceful 
throughout the experience.  
  Times of struggle did not 
end.  In 1999, Miller was di-
agnosed with rheumatoid 
arthritis. In 2000, doctors 
discovered her colon cancer 
had metastasized into her 
left lung.  She had part of her 
lung removed.  Two years 
later, cancer was found in 
her right lung as well.  She 
underwent surgery again 
to remove part of her right 
lung and during the surgery 
she experienced a stroke that 
resulted in paralysis on her 
left side.  She lost her sight in 
the left side of both eyes, but 
regained the ability to walk 
and move through three 
months of physical therapy. 
Miller is beyond surgery, but 
continues chemotherapy to 
control the lung cancer that 
still exists.  











friendly spirit.  The answer 
to all these misfortunes has 
always been easy for Alberta 
Miller.
 “To live life one day at a 
time and to enjoy the beauty 
of this day and the ability to 
function this day.  If I take my 
eyes off Jesus, I start to sink. 
But, if I keep my eyes on the 
Lord, no matter what hap-
pens, he’s there and it’s okay. 
And even the fact of dying, 
which we are all going to do, 
doesn’t scare me at all, be-
cause it is just totally being 
in the presence of Jesus,” she 
said.  
  Miller admitted that even 
though the fear of dying can 
be overwhelming, keeping 
her eyes on Jesus takes the 
fear away.  She continually 
quotes scripture for encour-
agement and comfort, stays 
focused on Christ by keeping 
her priorities straight, and 
refl ects on Christ’s loving-
kindness.  Miller is in awe of 
how much he cares about ev-
ery little detail.  
 She continually trusts God 
and knows that in all things 
his plan is far beyond her 
physical sufferings. 
  “I wouldn’t change any-
thing, because it has been 
during these times that I have 
grown the most,” she said.
 





  Most students hate to put 
limits on their vacation. 
When going on spring break, 
they love to keep the options 
open, go where the road 
takes them and head south to 
warmth and relaxation.
  But what if you wanted to 
keep your trip small (exactly 
10 x 13.5 feet)? What if you 
did not care about the road, 
but simply wanted to go 
where the river would take 
you? What if, instead of go-
ing south, you headed west 
to embrace the ever-chang-
ing temperatures of Indiana.
  That is exactly what four 
Taylor men did last week.
  Using eight 50-gallon drums 
and all the scrap lumber they 
could fi nd, juniors Matt Read, 
Brodie Sears, Brandon Wong 
and sophomore Andrew 
Dawdy built a raft. They set 
sail on the Wabash River with 
hopes to make it to Lafayette. 
For Sears, the trip was all he 
could have asked for.
 “This is something that I 
have wanted to do since I 
was a little kid. Now with 
friends as crazy as I am,  I did 
it,” Sears said.
  The four men ate, drank and 
slept on the contraption that 
was roughly the size of a Tay-
lor dorm room.  
 The men recalled several dif-
ferent stories that made their 
trip memorable.
  “Someone reported a burn-
ing raft in the middle of the 
river, so they thought that we 
were either on fi re or making 
meth,” Wong said.
  Dawdy recalled the same 
incident. 
  “The cop said he had re-
ceived a report about a smok-
ing tent on the river. The 
caller said there was a raft in 
the river with four males and 
a tent on it, and the raft was 
smoking,” Dawdy said.
  Not all of the trip’s memo-
ries revolved around cop 
calls and suspected drug 
incidents. Read recalled the 
fury of the Wabash.
  “My favorite memory from 
the trip was some of the rap-
ids that we hit on the fi rst 
couple of days.  These rapids 
were not very big, but when 
our boat would hit them it 
would toss us around and 
the front end would go down 
and the back end goes up. 
They were a lot of fun.  One 
time when Andrew Dawdy 
was fi lming, we hit some and 
they tossed him into the back 
of the boat,” Read said.
    However, the trip wasn’t all 
fun and games.  The make-
shift raft faced some legiti-
mate issues in its journey.
  “At one point we realized 
that one corner was riding 
lower than usual. Upon fur-
ther inspection we found 
that a cap had fallen off a 
barrel and it was fi lling with 
water.  This was, no doubt, 
due to the constant barrage 
of rocks on our sturdy raft,” 
Dawdy said.
    Using their ingenuity, the 
four friends repaired the reft 
and set sail again.
  “This was not easy at all, but 
we got it done.  Personally, 
all the problems helped to re-
inforce my perseverance and 
sense of accomplishment af-
ter tackling those problems,” 
Dawdy said.
  While they have been called 
modern day Huck Finns, 
these four friends will always 
treasure the opportunity they 
had to raft the Wabash.
“I would do this trip again in 
a heartbeat. This was prob-
ably one of the best spring 
breaks I have ever gone on,” 
Read said.
Need a Summer Job?
 
Great Oaks is a non-denominational 
Christian camp committed to spreading 
the Good News of Christ to the Urban 
Youth of Peoria, IL. We are looking for 
staff to take part in our urban youth 
summer program for the months of June 
and July. For more information go to 
www.greatoakscamp.org.
UPLAND STOP N GO




32 oz. Fountain Drink
Buy 1 Get 1 FREE!
Bring in coupon to redeem offer.
* One or Two bedroom apartments
* On-site Laundry
* Central Air
* Range & Refrigerator furnished
Contact: Corrie Church at 998-0530
Casa Patricia Apartments
Now Renting For Fall Semester!
Off Campus Housing for ‘06-‘07
 
The Ranch 
at 239 Taylor Street
The Mansion 
at 1023 S. Second Street 
For small or large groups
Call 998-7354 for more info and a showing.
Features
Photo provided by Brandon Wong
Armed with a raft measuring 10 x 13.5 ft, Brodie Sears, Brandon 
Wong, Matt Read, and Andrew Dawdy rafted the Wabash river.
Miller smiles in trials
Photo by Amy Wood
Alberta Miller has worked in the president's offi ce for 11 years.  Miller has continued to love her job in 
the midst of personal trials throughout her life, including divorce and cancer.
     These days fi nd me think-
ing a lot about graduation. 
Mostly my thoughts run 
along the lines of “it is soon” 
and “I had better learn how 
to iron nice shirts and cook,” 
which is not a very pleasant 
thought.1  Some of you are 
probably thinking “I am not 
going to graduate very soon 
because I am a freshman” 
which is a nice thought to 
have, I suppose. But the truth 
is it really sneaks up on you. 
It seems like just yesterday 
I was a freshman myself, at-
tending chapel on a regular 
basis and always getting ex-
cited about the large selec-
tion of cereals offered at the 
DC.  Those pleasant thoughts 
have been replaced with a lot 
of worrying about the future. 
What will I do?  Where can I 
get some money?  Who will 
make my food for me?  
         Probably the worst thing 
about growing old2 is that 
it means you will be dead 
sooner than you used to 
be.  The second-worst thing 
about growing old is the re-
alization that after you pass 
away,3 everyone will forget 
about you.  It will be like you 
never existed.  Four years 
from now, no one will know 
any of our names.
       When it comes right 
down to it, there aren’t a 
whole lot of things we can do 
to establish our place in Tay-
lor history.  The fi rst thing 
that comes to mind is to cre-
ate some sort of civic art.4  If 
you were to craftily scrawl 
your name on some secret 
surface that no one will see 
for years and years,5 you 
run a good chance of some 
student-of-the-future com-
ing upon it and saying, “Hey 
look, someone has written 
their name here,” which is 
not very exciting for either of 
the parties involved.  Setting 
some sort of athletic record 
kind of falls into this catego-
ry.  Who holds the record for 
most points scored in a Tro-
jan basketball game?  I don’t 
know.6
     Another possibility is to 
donate a building or a small 
international airport to Tay-
lor. This is a perfect way of 
securing your name for gen-
erations to come, although 
it costs more.  A cheaper al-
ternative is to have a bunch 
of kids and send them here. 
If they end up donating a 
building, it’s just as sweet for 
you, what with the same last 
name and all.
     The only good idea I have 
that doesn’t involve lots of 
money and sex is an idea I 
stole from Messiah College. 
When seniors graduate they 
have the chance to dedicate 
one book in the library.  They 
all pick a book they like that 
no one else has dedicated be-
fore7 and the library puts a 
little bookplate in there with 
their name, year and a little 
message of explanation or a 
quote or something.  Even if 
it’s years before someone else 
checks out the book, every 
student has an opportunity 
to leave their name on some-
thing in a way that carries a 
little more signifi cance than 
carving your name into the 
back of a DC tray.
     There is, no doubt, a large 
group of students asking 
themselves, “Is he trying to 
be funny?  This is college, not 
Harvard. Anyway, I don’t 
like books.”  For these peo-
ple I can only suggest the as-
of-yet unclaimed record for 
longest period of time spent 
watching "Family Guy" and 
loudest armpit fart noise.
     For the rest of us, I think 
this is a cool idea that we 
should look into.  If8 the ad-
ministration doesn’t do any-
thing about it, I encourage 
you all to sneak into the li-
brary sometime, pick a book 
that meant something to you 
in a unique way and dedicate 
it by hand.9
1 Other unpleasant thoughts in-
clude “Am I too old to get mar-
ried?” and “Why do I like bran 
muffi ns and watching "Wheel of 




5 A tree trunk maybe, or a cha-
pel hymnal
6 The more relevant question is 
probably “Who cares who holds 
the record for most points scored 
in a Trojan basketball game?”
7 I think "Blue Like Jazz" is al-
ready taken
8 When
9 See? The best ideas do involve 
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JOE RINGENBERG
OPINIONS EDITOR
     As a parent of a Taylor stu-
dent, I felt I needed to write 
regarding the chapel servic-
es. I was disappointed when 
I read of the possible fi nes for 
missing chapel. For Chris-
tian students at a Christian 
school, not wanting to go to a 
Christian service is more of a 
symptom of a problem rather 
than a problem in itself.
       Although I have not spo-
ken to a lot of students re-
garding chapel, the ones to 
which I have spoken have all 
sung the same song: “I go to 
chapel out of duty. It is gen-
erally a waste of my time.”
        What a sad commentary 
regarding what should be 
the highlight of everyone’s 
week! When I asked what 
was wrong with chapel, stu-
dents have stated two main 
complaints:
1. Most of the time, the mu-
sic is for performance, not for 
corporate worship.
2. The speakers are neither 
motivating nor challenging.
    Yes, I believe that the 
students should be mature 
enough to attend. But since it 
is diffi cult to get older (more 
mature?) adults to attend 
chapel/church once a week, 
how can we expect younger 
adults to attend three times 
a week--especially if it is not 
relevant to their lives? 
   We all ask ourselves, 
“What’s in it for me?” And 
we should. God has given 
each of us a certain amount 
of time on this earth, and we 
need to be good stewards of 
our time. Which one of us 
would continually attend 
a function that wasted our 
time?  I would not. My time 
is too valuable. So is the time 
in our students’ lives.
    I am not advocating boy-
cotting chapel. Rather, let’s 
discover the true problem 
with chapel and fi x it. Let’s 
provide chapel services that 
the students wouldn’t miss 
even if they did pull an all-
nighter. Let’s give them that 
for which they truly hunger- 
a personal (in your face) en-
counter with God Almighty. 
Let’s challenge them spiri-
tually. Let’s motivate them 
personally. Let’s encourage 
them emotionally.
     It is time to make chapel 
attendance what it should be: 
not a duty to be performed, 
but an opportunity to par-
ticipate in the worship of our 
Heavenly Father.
Lori Lee Dixon is the parent of 
Kelsey Dixon.
  
 Sexual assault isn’t really 
about sex.  Rather, it’s about 
a predatory criminal exerting 
control over a victim.
    Sexual predators vary in 
age and can be found in a 
variety of environments. 
Some prowl the halls of high 
schools or colleges.  Others 
look for victims in bars, malls 
or in secluded areas.  
    Some sexual predators are 
rich, some are poor and some 
are middle class.  Some are 
good-looking and suave  and 
some are ugly and rude.  
        Those who commit sex-
ual assault are not limited to 
any one race, ethnicity or na-
tional origin.
      Some sexual predators 
utilize violence to intimidate 
their victims, while others 
use alcohol and/or drugs to 
incapacitate their prey.
    All sexual predators need 
to be behind bars, but not all 
are.  So, what can be done to 
protect yourself or a loved 
one from sexual predators?
     The best way to signifi -
cantly lower the odds of be-
coming a victim of sexual 
assault is to practice what I 
like to call, “Common Sense 
Self-Defense.”
     Common Sense Self Defense 
against sexual assault has two 
stages that are of equal value. 
In other words, if you neglect 
either stage, you automati-
cally increase your odds of 
becoming a victim.
      Stage One is physical se-
curity and involves the fol-
lowing common sense pre-
cautions:
• Make sure your house 
or residence hall room and 
car(s) are securable and se-
cure them.
•  If a man is pushy about ob-
taining your name, address 
and telephone number, inter-
pret this as a warning sign, 
refuse to give him personal 
information and avoid him. 
Gentlemen don’t conduct 
themselves in such a manner.
• If a man is making inces-
sant comments about sexu-
ally related topics, interpret 
this as a warning sign and 
avoid him.  Gentlemen don’t 
conduct themselves in such a 
manner.
• Many sexual assaults are 
known as acquaintance 
rapes.  In other words, the 
victim and assailant know 
each other fairly well.  There-
fore, don’t let your defenses 
down just because you think 
you know someone.
• Do not invite strangers (no 
matter how attractive) into 
your home.  Nor should you 
let them ride in your car with 
you.
•   Do not allow mace or oth-
er chemical defense mecha-
nisms to give you false cour-
age.  These items have been 
known to fail to stop sexual 
assaults.
•  Self defense courses can be 
of benefi t, it they stress avoid-
ance fi rst and effective tech-
niques of escape.  In short, 
assaults last about 8 seconds 
before they go to the ground 
and your job is to avoid be-
ing taken to the ground by an 
assailant.
      Stage Two is environ-
mental security and involves 
the following common sense 
precautions:
•  Check out the Sex Offend-
ers Websites and become 
familiar with those in your 
community who have been 
convicted of sex crimes.
•  Do not go to neighbor-
hoods or establishments that 
have a reputation for crimi-
nal and/or violent incidents.
• Avoid alcohol and illegal 
drugs.
• Avoid desolated and/or 
unlit areas where criminals 
may be hiding.
•  Report  suspicious 
person(s) to the Department 
of Campus Safety immedi-
ately.
     If you or someone you 
know becomes the tragic vic-
tim of a sexual assault, it is 
imperative that the crime is 
reported to the police imme-
diately.  DO NOT CLEAN UP 
OR DESTROY EVIDENCE. 
All police agencies have of-
fi cers who are specifi cally 
trained in sex crime investi-
gation and they will provide 
the victim with an advocate 
to help you or your loved 
one through the process.  
    Taylor University has a 
Sexual Assault Policy that 
maintains the confi dentiality 
of the victim.  A copy of this 
policy is available at any uni-
versity offi ce.
    Because sexual assault is 
a cyclical crime (In other 
words, the assaults occur in 
a non-stop cycle), it is ex-
tremely important that sex-
ual predators are caught and 
punished to the fullest extent 
of the law.  The alternative is 
to allow the predator to roam 
freely in search of additional 
victims.
      Contact the Department of 
Campus Safety, if you have 
any questions regarding this 
or any other issue that per-
tains to crime prevention. 
God be with you!
Mike Row is the director of 
campus safety, assistant profes-
sor at Taylor University.  He's 
also running for Grant County 
Sheriff and is the offi cial choice 
of The Echo opinions page.
MIKE ROW
GUEST COLUMNIST
Common sense defense 
BY LORI LEE DIXON
Chapel check-up
Letters to the Editor must be sent to echo@tayloru.edu by 3p.m. 
on Wednesday and be no longer than 400 words. Due to vol-
ume, not all opinion articles received can be printed. Opinions 
should be kept as concise as possible. The Echo reserves the 
right to edit submissions for length and content.
Letters to the Editor
      The mission of The Echo 
is to fairly and without bias 
represent the views of diverse 
voices on Taylor University’s 
campus and to be a vehicle of 
accurate and pertinent infor-
mation to the student body, 
faculty and staff.  The Echo 
also aims to be a forum that 
fosters healthy discussion 
about relevant issues, acting 
as a catalyst for change on our 
campus.  
     The Echo has been pub-
lished weekly since 1915, 
except for January term, 
exam week and school holi-
days and is a member of the 
Associated Collegiate Press 
and the Indiana Collegiate 
Press Association.  
    The Echo is printed by 
the Marion Chronicle-
Tribune in Marion, Ind. 
Offices are located in the 
Rupp Communication Arts 
Building.
    All letters, questions or 
comments may be addressed 
to:
The Echo
236 W. Reade Ave.
Upland, IN  46989-1001
(765) 998-5359
echo@tayloru.edu

































      Greetings from Uganda! We 
are writing this in response to 
Joe’s article concerning guilt 
manipulation as motivation 
for service.  We apologize for 
the delayed response but In-
ternet access is slim here.  
     After spending three 
months in Uganda, we now 
have a different perspective 
on our duty as Christians to 
respond to the needs of those 
around us.  While many 
Christians see service as an 
option, a righteous expres-
sion of generosity, it is not. 
We are commanded to serve 
the needs of the poor.  There 
are over 2,000 verses in the 
Bible that command us to 
seek justice for the poor and 
oppressed, and to care for 
widows and orphans. If we 
claim to follow Christ, we 
will seek justice for the poor. 
Our usual Christian response 
to guilt is to simply pray for 
the poor.  But Christ’s an-
swer to our prayer is, “You 
are my answer to injustice.  I 
have commanded you to fi ght 
against injustice.  Do what you 
have been told.”  We run from 
guilt manipulation, claiming 
it is wrong and that we do 
not feel convicted to serve. 
But what if our guilt is justi-
fi ed and necessary in order to 
prompt us to listen to God’s 
commands about the poor?  
       Have you ever dared to 
think that you might not re-
ceive salvation if you do not 
care for the “least of these”? 
Matthew 25:31-46 is a famil-
iar passage which describes 
caring for the needy as car-
ing for Christ.  What we of-
ten overlook, however, is 
verses 45-46, where Jesus 
sends those who refused to 
help the “least of these” into 
eternal punishment.  Why do 
we ignore these verses? Yes, 
it is by grace and not works 
that we receive salvation, but 
those who are truly saved 
will care for the poor.   James 
1:27 states, “Pure and lasting 
religion in the sight of God 
our Father means that we 
must care for orphans and 
widows in their troubles…” 
Do you see an option here? 
      We are not saying you 
have to get involved in ev-
ery ministry.  Find out what 
is right for you and then re-
lease any guilt others try to 
heap on you.  However, you 
have to do something – you 
don’t have a choice. Don’t tell 
yourself that someone is try-
ing to make you feel guilty. 
The guilt you feel may actu-
ally be conviction from the 
Holy Spirit prompting you 
to obey God.
       Another event.  Another 
weekend.  Another “oppor-
tunity.”  We see these things 
all the time.  Taylor never 
fails to provide us with ways 
to serve, grow, learn  and 
“get involved.”  Youth Con-
ference is one of these great 
things.  
       When Youth Conference 
weekend gets here in two 
weeks, half of the campus 
is going to love it and the 
other half is going to leave. 
It seems that you either like 
high school students or you 
have to run away from them. 
But don’t let them keep you 
from going to YC.  That’s 
right.  Just go, listen, and 
worship.  Respond to God. 
It’s $70 for high school stu-
dents, but it’s free for you.    
       God is massive, but He’s 
near.  He’s here.  And He’s 
waiting for your response. Is 
He worth falling on your face 
for?  What does that even 
mean?  Humility.  Repen-
tance.  Supplication.  Wor-
ship.  Why is it so hard to 
put our faces on the ground? 
Why can’t we submit to 
Him?  These are some of the 
questions we want to begin 
to wrestle with at YC.     
       If you want to do more 
than just go and listen, there 
is plenty left to do.  We need 
you to make this weekend 
happen.  We need more peo-
ple to house students.  We 
need people who stay up late 
to sit at the 24-hour table. 
We need all of you to pray. 
Pray for the speaker, Jeremy 
Kingsley.  Pray for the stu-
dents and their pastors.  Pray 
for the small group leaders. 
Pray for the cabinet mem-
bers.  Pray for the worship 
band and the artists.  Pray 
that this isn’t just another 
event, another weekend, or 
another opportunity, but that 
it is the next step in the lives 
of each person who shows 
up to meet God.
      To go to YC, please show 
up at chapel April 21.  To vol-
unteer for YC on April 21-23, 
please email yc@taylor.edu.
BY HEIDI SMITH &
SHANNA GRONEWOLD
Christian service is not optional
BY ROSS CHAPMAN &
KRISTI YODER
Support YC2006
   Trying its very hardest to 
be controversial every step 
of the way, “V for Vendetta” 
manages to both entertain 
and challenge its audience. 
   The premise of a freedom 
fighter using terrorist-like 
actions to topple a govern-
ment has been used in every-
thing from “Star Wars” to 
“Braveheart.” These films 
feature characters commit-
ting acts their governments 
would consider terrorism, 
but in “V” the correlations 
are deliberate and brazen. 
They include the character 
V walking into a building 
wearing a bomb around his 
chest and blowing up non-
military targets.
     Hugo Weaving (“The Lord 
of the Rings,” “The Matrix”) 
stars as V, and Natalie 
Portman (“Garden State,” 
the “Star Wars” prequels) 
plays his sidekick, Evey 
Hammond. Weaving was 
given the daunting task of 
acting behind a wooden Guy 
Fawkes mask for the length 
of the movie and still man-
ages to bring the character to 
life. Portman does her best to 
play a British woman, and is 
quite convincing despite the 
fact that her accent sounds 
contrived at times.
  Topics covered include: 
religion, war, homosexual-
ity, terrorism and freedom 
of expression. The movie is 
most aggressive on the topic 
of freedom of expression, 
however. No one is free to 
speak his mind under this 
government and V wants to 
change that.
   V takes his inspiration 
from the story of the 17th 
century treasonous rebel 
Guy Fawkes who planned to 
blow up parliament on the 
fifth of November. V is more 
concerned with symbols and 
words than with violence, 
but he is still a cold shell 
of a person willing to kill 
and torture to get his point 
across.
      Set in the future, the story 
revolves around Evey getting 
caught up in V’s plot to take 
down a totalitarian British 
government. The movie was 
produced by the Wachowski 
Brothers (“The Matrix” tril-
ogy) and directed by one of 
the Wachowskis' second unit 
directors, James McTeigue.
  McTeigue, however, bor-
rows from “The Matrix” saga 
in places where it simply is 
not necessary. A shot of V 
entering an office building is 
framed like Neo’s entrance 
into the lobby. Elsewhere, a 
rain scene that echoes “The 
Matrix: Revolutions” is extra-
neous and the overall style 
resembles the successful 
trilogy, but McTeigue does 
manage to take the movie in 
its own direction. What this 
direction might be, however, 
is vague at times.
 The resulting idea smor-
gasbord is compelling. Was 
V committing terrorism? 
How much control should 
a government have over the 
media? 
   The film critiques the reli-
gious through at least three 
rather despicable characters. 
The High Chancellor of this 
dark Britain was once a reli-
gious leader and a televan-
gelist-type character known 
as “The Voice of Britain.” 
He tells the people they 
are blessed because of their 
faithfulness to God.
 A high-ranking priest 
receives regular visits from 
young prostitutes. The film 
ties faith to the corrupt and 
oppressive government.
   The film succeeds in raising 
questions that viewers will be 
more careful about answer-
ing in the future. What is 
terrorism? Is it wrong? Does 
it work? It seems as if it is V’s 
only option when faced with 
a government like the one he 
is determined to destroy.
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'Vendetta' raises timely questions
BY DUSTIN MCLEAN
CONTRIBUTOR
Photo courtesy of Rottentomatoes.com
"Remember, remember - the 5th of November." V (Hugo Weaving) employs the tactics of a terrorist in 
his struggle against an oppressive government in “V for Vendetta.”
   In the 1980s, the Smiths 
were perhaps the most pop-
ular group in Great Britain. 
Since then, the band’s influ-
ence has been incalculable. 
Without the Smiths, for one 
example, five Oxford stu-
dents may not have begun 
making music together 
under the name On a Friday, 
later to become Radiohead.     
   Since the Smiths broke up 
in 1989, however, lead sing-
er Steven Morrissey’s solo 
albums have met with vary-
ing degrees of success. In 
recent years, he has become 
a somewhat enigmatic fig-
ure. Several years ago he 
declared himself celibate. It 
broke the hearts of women 
who had crushes on him as 
teenage girls and frustrated 
writers obsessed with “out-
ing” him as a gay man.
   After nearly disappearing 
from public life, he reemerged 
in 2004 for a residency on 
Craig Kilborn’s short-lived 
late night talk show, playing 
his first new songs of the 
decade. A few weeks ago he 
announced a boycott against 
playing in Canada to protest 
the annual seal hunt, calling 
the country “cruel and self-
serving.” The list of middle-
aged celibate animal rights 
activist pop stars is short, to 
say the least. 
   Throughout these misad-
ventures, Morrissey remains 
consistent, sometimes to the 
point of self-parody. His lat-
est album, “Ringleader of 
the Tormentors,” could have 
been made at any point in 
his 15-year career as a solo 
artist.
  Reviews of Morrissey 
albums can only be mislead-
ing, however. Some people 
hear irony in his persistently 
self-loathing lyrics. Some 
take them at face value and 
see Morrissey as a joyless 
mope. Are his frequent reli-
gious references meant to 
be taken as sarcasm or as 
a genuine struggle with his 
Roman Catholic upbringing? 
If the declaration of celibacy 
was meant to deflect ques-
tions about his sexuality, 
why does he so frequently 
draw attention to it in his 
music? Each new record 
reopens debate.
     There can be no question, 
however, about Morrissey’s 
talent as a singer. Always 
more of a crooner than a 
rock ‘n’ roll singer, his voice 
has lost none of its sonorous 
appeal. If Morrissey’s lyrics 
can be indulgently melo-
dramatic, then he meets the 
accusation head on with his 
soaring delivery. It is always 
a challenge for the producer 
to find the right instrumen-
tation and style to match 
Morrissey’s peerless voice.
   Producer Tony Visconti 
(David Bowie, U2) wisely 
takes a backseat with unob-
trusive, but effective guitar 
accents and melancholic 
piano dirges. However, there 
are several missteps that 
never cease to offend with 
repeated listens. The open-
ing song, “I Will See You 
in Far Off Places,” flavors 
Morrissey’s melody with a 
vaguely Middle-Eastern gui-
tar lead that places the song 
somewhere between Disney’s 
“Aladdin” and the music in 
the recent “Prince of Persia” 
video games. Several other 
songs employ a children’s 
choir to add irritating back-
ground vocals to Morrissey’s 
warble. Pink Floyd got away 
with such a stunt. Morrissey 
should not even be trying.
   Legendary film composer 
Ennio Morricone arranged 
the strings in “Dear God 
Please Help Me.” It is he 
who most effectively com-
plements Morrissey’s sing-
ing. The song builds from a 
lonesome piano to an ecstatic 
climax on Morricone’s weep-
ing string melody. Despite 
several other well-crafted 
songs, “Dear God” is far 
and away the album’s high 
point. 
    If there has been a change 
in Morrissey’s music over 
the years, it is a noticeable 
sense of resignation that 
once only occasionally sur-
faced in songs like “I Know 
It’s Over.” Newcomers may 
be better off sampling the 
Smiths’ catalogue and expe-
riencing Morrissey when he 




     The directorial debut from 
Laurence Dunmore, “The 
Libertine” is only mildly 
successful. It has been said 
that the adaptation of the 
original stage version is 
what makes this film hard 
to swallow. I would say the 
adaptation is the least of its 
problems.
  However, Johnny Depp, 
who plays John Wilmot, 
does give the sort of char-
acter performance we have 
come to expect after Jack 
Sparrow and Willy Wonka. 
That may make Wilmot 
all the more convincingly 
repulsive.
 John Malkovitch wears 
a lovely poodle wig as 
Charles II, King of England. 
Malkovitch plays him as an 
acceptably dry and royal 
character. 
   Speaking of poodle wigs, 
the costumes in the film 
were lovely and true to the 
dank 17th century London 
feel of the whole piece. The 
mood is dark, muddy and 
smoky. The visual theme 
gives off an air of nearby 
debauchery. It is success-
fully executed.
  The film begins with a 
monologue by Wilmot 
informing us that we will 
not like him – a correct 
assessment. Depp’s charac-
ter is supposedly talented, 
though the film feels no 
need to expound upon this. 
Instead it shows us other 
men who like prostitutes, 
drinking and the ambigu-
ous writings of Wilmot.  So, 
we watch Wilmot miserably 
waste his life and his conve-
niently rich and pathetical-
ly devoted wife’s fortune. 
He eventually wastes away 
as syphilis deteriorates his 
face and his bladder con-
trol.
  Unfortunately, one of my 
favorite scenes showed 
one of Charles’ royal dogs 
relieving itself in the back-
ground, distracting me from 
the film. This should indi-
cate that the other scenes 
were not as enjoyable as a 
dog defecating, though they 
were just as believable. 
    Wilmot, an actual his-
torical figure in Charles II’s 
period, was also known 
as the second Earl of 
Rochester.  He led a life 
of notable depravity which 
ended in a mortal case of 
syphilis. Not surprisingly, 
his set of lovers, nasty wit, 
and ever-full glass of wine 
didn’t bring him anything 
but momentary pleasure. 
   The film also allows us 
to see Wilmot’s supposedly 
witty play written at the 
request of Charles II, with 
scantily clad women danc-
ing around, holding gross-
ly-oversized sex toys and a 
man riding a large phallus. 
Again, I could not help but 
wonder why exactly anyone 
thinks Wilmot is talented.  
    No amount of great act-
ing, ambiance-setting cos-
tumes or muddy sets can 
salvage the fact that the 
characters are debauched 
and pitifully so. “The 
Libertine” ends with Depp 
again giving a monologue 
in which he asks “Do you 




'Libertine' strikes low blow
Photo courtesy of Rottentomatoes.com
John Wilmot (Johnny Depp) behaves in a most uncourtly fashion 
under Charles II's rule in "The Libertine."
Photo courtesy of Virgin.net
Morrissey furthers the success of his 2004 comeback "You Are the Quarry" in the new album "Ring-
leader of the Tormentors." It is the dramatic crooner's eighth album as a solo artist.
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Tickets $12 in 
Communications offi ce
All proceeds benefi t
Boys & Girls Club in Marion
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Sunny days: Taylor 7-2 over break
SPORTS
Student writer has all-star experience
The Trojan baseball team 
headed south to Georgia and 
Tennessee for nine games 
against some tough competi-
tion this spring break.  
  The Trojans held their 
own on the journey, going 
7-2 over the week’s games. 
The team currently is sitting 
at 23-9 overall and 9-3 in the 
conference, in fi rst place in 
the MCC South Division.
  “We’re playing really well 
right now,” Trojan head coach 
Kyle Gould said. “We’re 
playing with a lot of confi -
dence, which is extremely 
important in baseball.  I 
think that people around the 
conference are starting to re-
alize that we have a pretty 
good team.”
  The Trojans began the 
week in Atlanta, as they took 
on Atlanta Christian.  The 
team put on a stellar perfor-
mance in the doubleheader, 
taking the fi rst game 17-0 
and then rolling through the 
second game as well, win-
ning 13-5.  
  On Tuesday Taylor played 
another doubleheader 
against Emmanuel College. 
The Trojans cruised to a 12-6 
victory on the strength of 15 
hits.  They withstood a sixth-
inning rally by Emmanuel 
when the team loaded the 
bases with nobody out.   
     Thanks to a diving catch 
by freshman Taylor Wilde, 
the Trojans were able to 
squash the rally with a rare 
triple play.  
The Trojans had their 
hands full on Thursday as 
they took on Shorter College 
in Atlanta.
“Shorter College has a real-
ly good team. They are a pe-
rennial power in the NAIA,” 
Gould said. “They were defi -
nitely the best team we faced 
down there.”
Against strong competi-
tion, the Trojans delivered. 
Senior pitcher Luke Baeslack 
had a strong outing on the 
mound, giving up only fi ve 
hits and striking out nine, 
leading to 5-2 Taylor victory. 
Junior Tad Litwiller led the 
way at the plate, going 3-4 
with a home run.  
“The game against Shorter 
was a big win for us,” Gould 
said. “They are probably the 
best team we have played all 
year.  Beating them was a real 
confi dence builder for us.”
  On Friday the Trojans 
took on Toccoa Falls in a 
doubleheader.  In the fi rst 
game, junior Picky Pease 
led Taylor with a strong of-
fensive performance. Pease 
went 5-5 with two homers, 
one of which was a grand 
slam. Taylor took the game 
16-5.  
Litwiller delivered four 
hits, while senior Trent Mast 
added three of his own.  In 
the second game, the Tro-
jans had their winning streak 
snapped as Toccoa Falls won 
16-6.
The Trojans fi nished spring 
break in Sewanee, Tenn., 
against University of the 
South. Taylor lost the fi rst 
game 8-2, but rebounded to 
take the second game 5-2. 
Mast remained unbeaten on 
the mound for the season, 
improving to 3-0.
“Every aspect of the team 
was clicking well on the 
trip,” junior pitcher Chris 
Nycz said.  “The pitchers 
threw strikes, the hitters hit 
well, and the defense played 
great.  It was a total team ef-
fort.”
Sophomore pitcher Drew 
Severns echoed his team-
mates' thoughts.
“Although the season is 
more than half way complete, 
we know we have a target 
on our backs in this league,” 
Severns said.  “We cannot let 
up at this point. Our hitting 
continued to produce during 
the course of the week, while 
our pitching kept us in posi-
tions to win. Good camara-
derie is key when you play 
nine games in a single week. 
Luckily for us, our team 
meshed really well and that 
chemistry carried over onto 
the fi eld.” 
The Trojans won twice 
on Tuesday, beating Ohio 
Northern 11-0 and 6-4.
  The Trojans will see action 
next on Saturday as they take 
on Cedarville at home.       
BY ROB KOLUCH
CONTRIBUTOR
Sports staff writer Andrew Neel covers NABC All-Star Classic at Conseco Fieldhouse
    
     
Editor's note: 
      On March 30, Andrew Neel 
attended the United States 
Basketball Writers Associa-
tion Seminar and Scholar-
ship Program held at Indiana 
University. Andrew was ran-
domly selected as one of the 
student journalists to cover 
the National Association of 
Basketball Coaches College 
All-Star Classic at Conseco 
Fieldhouse on March 31. The 
game featured a team of top 
college seniors against the 
Harlem Globetrotters.
     “Coach Weber, what was 
it like having Bobby Jones 
on your team?”  
    It was just a simple ques-
tion about a basketball 
game, nothing to write 
home about. It was the per-
son I was asking that ques-
tion to that had put me in a 
state of disbelief.
   There I found myself, a 
young, aspiring journalist 
from an NAIA school, in-
terviewing Bruce Weber, the 
head basketball coach of the 
University of Illinois. This 
was a man who had coached 
his team to the NCAA 
Championship Game just 
one year prior.
     Coach Weber respond-
ed to my initial question, 
saying it was a little ironic 
coaching Jones, a player 
from the team [Washington] 
that had defeated his team 
in the second round of the 
NCAA Tournament. 
     When I had received an e-
mail from professor Donna 
Downs about a month ago 
mentioning an opportunity 
to be involved in a scholar-
ship program in conjunction 
with the Final Four in India-
napolis, I envisioned writ-
ing an article about a game I 
watched on TV or talking to 
fans on the street about the 
festivities. When I was told 
that I would get to cover the 
NABC All-Star Classic, I re-
alized my expectations  had 
been slightly lower than re-
ality.
     Standing in the visitors’ 
locker room in Conseco 
Fieldhouse, surrounded by 
people I’d watched on ESPN 
and CBS, I tried to take a 
deep breath and soak in 
the moment. Unfortunately, 
there wasn’t time. Marco 
Killingsworth, the Indiana 
University star, started talk-
ing to reporters and I had to 
rush over to him if I wanted 
my questions answered.  
      I acted as professional as 
possible, but the kid in me 
wanted to ask these people 
for an autograph and pose 
with them for a picture with 
a cheesy grin on my face. Of 
course, my desire for pro-
fessionalism didn’t stop me 
from taking pictures of them 
with my cell phone when 
they weren’t looking.
     Despite the fact that this 
was by far the biggest event 
I have ever covered, the 
overall attitude of the play-
ers and coaches was very 
relaxed. With the exception 
of Killingsworth, I was able 
to talk to the players one-on-
one.
     I went over to Steve No-
vak, star player for Mar-
quette, and asked him about 
his plans for the NBA draft 
and for the summer. He said 
he’s looking for an agent and 
plans to spend the summer 
at his home in Wisconsin. 
      That’s right, I carried 
on a one-minute conversa-
tion with a person that will 
probably be in the NBA, and 
it wasn’t even awkward.
      I was also able to inter-
view Squeaky Johnson, the 
point guard for UAB. He 
was really nice, but I have 
to admit I’d never heard of 
him before, and I just want-
ed to say that I had inter-
viewed somebody with the 
fi rst name “Squeaky.”  
        It was truly an evening of 
fi rsts for me. It was the fi rst 
time I had walked across 
the court at Conseco Field-
house. It was the fi rst time I 
sat at the scorers’ table at a 
major sporting event.
        And it was the fi rst time I 
had a drunken fan come and 
sit next to me when I was 
sitting at the scorers’ table at 
a major sporting event, but 
that’s another story for an-
other time.     
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Sophomore pitcher Brittany Beckham picked up the first Taylor win of the season on Tuesday. Taylor won 11-5 over the Cougars 
of St. Francis. Beckham pitched four innings, scattering eight hits but did not allow an earned run. It was a welcome homecom-
ing for the Trojans, who finished their trip to Orange County 0-8. In the second game of the doubleheader, the Trojans fell 5-3. 
Taylor plays tomorrow at Trinity International. 
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   While her classmates were 
lounging on beaches or re-
laxing with friends over 
spring break, Lolly York was 
running away from her com-
petition. On March 25 the ju-
nior runner set a new school 
record in the 5K run and fi n-
ished second overall at the 
Lynx Invitational. 
     York ran a 17:29.19, only 
eight seconds behind the 
fi rst place runner and 14 sec-
onds ahead of third place. 
York has qualifi ed for NAIA 
nationals in both the 5K and 
the 10K. 
      Senior Lance Vanderberg 
fi nished fi fth overall in the 
5K at the Lynx Invitational 
with a time of 15:00.93. Van-
derberg has qualifi ed for 
NAIA nationals in the 5K.
     Taylor placed second in 
the four men 4x100 meter re-
lay with a time of 43.10.
     Junior Lamont Laing ran 
an 11.32 in the 100 meter dash 
to fi nish second for Taylor.
    Senior Carolyn Betteridge 
broke her personal record in 
the 3K steeplechase, posting 
a time of 12:07.41.
     In the men’s discus throw, 
sophomore Drew Cowan 
recorded a distance of 47.19 
meters, enough to place him 
third overall and qualify him 
for NAIA nationals.
   Coach Ted Bowers was 
pleased with the team’s ef-
fort.
    “We had a very success-
ful spring break, in training, 
competing and developing 
as a team,” Bowers said. “It 
was a great opportunity for 
us to get to know each other 
on a deeper level as well as 
work together as a team.”
TU stays on track
Sports
Senior Trent Mast connects at the plate in Tuesday's game against Ohio Northern. The Trojans won 
both sides of the doubleheader, 11-0 and 6-4. The two wins brought the team's record to 23-9, best 
in the MCC. The Trojans have also won 11 of their last 14 games, including a strong 7-2 showing 
in Atlanta over spring break. The team has been very solid offensively this year, averaging over 
eight runs a game. Taylor plays at home this Saturday against Cedarville. 
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Trojan softball splits with Cougars in home opener
